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Expanded Offshore Drilling in Biden Proposed 
Program 

Overview of Proposed Program for 2023-2028 National Outer Continental 
Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing 

In July 2022, the Department of the Interior’s (DOI) Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM), an 
agency within DOI responsible for offshore drilling leasing, released its proposed 2023-2028 National 
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing program. The Biden administration’s 2023-2028 
Proposed Program offers up to 10 potential lease sales in the Gulf of Mexico and one potential lease sale 
in the Cook Inlet Planning Area off Alaska’s coast. More leasing means that once again, frontline 
communities are being asked to bear the toxic burden of Big Oil’s destructive activities. 

However, the proposed program also includes an alternative option that would schedule no new lease 
sales for offshore drilling. During his campaign, President Biden pledged to end new leasing for offshore 
drilling. The current comment period gives the public an opportunity to ensure President Biden keeps 
his promise. According to the International Energy Agency, nations must stop developing new oil and gas 
fields if global warming is to stay within relatively safe limits. 

Five-Year Program Process 

The process to develop the five-year program is well defined and has several legally required 
opportunities for the public to provide input.  

 

July 8 marked the opening of the 90-day public comment period on the Proposed Program. This 
comment period is the final opportunity the public has to provide feedback before the final program is 
announced. This is the third stage of the federal government’s decision-making process towards an 
approved 2023-2028 National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program. Now until October 6, the public can 
submit their input via official comments on the Proposed Program. After the comment period closes, 
BOEM must read, analyze, and respond to all received comments prior to issuance of the Final Program. 

Action Needed: Submit your own comment to the Federal Register 
explaining your reasons for opposing new offshore drilling leases.  
 
It is critical that coastal communities continue to be vocal and active during the active comment period 
to ensure the federal government remains aware of the strong opposition to more dirty and dangerous 
offshore drilling. 
 
Comments on the Proposed Program may be submitted through the Regulations.gov web portal: 
https://www.regulations.gov/document/BOEM-2022-0031-0001 
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New leasing will not lower current gas prices 
• As Russia’s attack on Ukraine continues to disrupt global oil and gas prices, the fossil fuel 

industry falsely claims they need even more of the Gulf of Mexico for offshore drilling. 

• It would take years or decades for any new leases to begin producing. 

• Oil companies are making record profits while stockpiling millions of offshore acres. In fact, oil 
companies are sitting on over 8 million acres of unused leases, or 75% of the total leased acreage 
of public waters. They want to keep price gouging consumers and raking in record profits. 

• The Trump administration said in its 2018-2023 Draft Proposed Program that production from 
any new leases would not occur for a decade or more and new leasing “cannot provide resources 
to quickly mitigate the effects of a national energy emergency, such as a large portion of the 
world’s oil supply being taken offline.” 

Offshore Drilling is Fueling the Climate Crisis 
• Offshore drilling is fueling the climate crisis and devastating Gulf communities.  
• We cannot wait any longer for decisive action on climate change and stopping new offshore 

drilling must be part of the solution.  
• Oceana’s analysis found that permanently protecting all federal waters from new offshore 

drilling could: 
o Prevent more than 19 billion tons of greenhouse gas emissions — nearly three times the 

total annual emissions of the U.S. This would be equivalent to taking every car in the 
nation off the road for 15 years. 

o Prevent over $720 billion in damages to people, property, and the environment, which 
is more than the annual GDP of major cities like Washington D.C., Boston, Seattle, San 
Francisco, and Atlanta. 

• Burning fossil fuels is driving the climate crisis, intensifying extreme weather events like 
hurricanes. 

o Hurricane-caused damage to oil and gas infrastructure is a leading cause of oil spills.  
o High winds and flooding from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita destroyed more than 100 

platforms and damaged over 500 pipelines. 
o Hurricanes regularly displace millions of Gulf residents, and some have still not been 

able to return home after last year’s storm season. 

Protecting our Coast from Offshore Drilling is Good for the Economy and Our 
National Defense  

• Russia’s war on Ukraine and the resulting rise in gas prices demonstrates the danger to our 
economy and our national security of continued reliance on oil and gas and the urgency of 
transitioning to renewable energy. 

• The U.S. clean coast economy supports around 3.3 million American jobs and $250 billion in 
GDP. 

• Offshore drilling threatens crucial drivers of our economy, like tourism, recreation, and fishing, 
which rely on clean coasts and a healthy ocean. 

• Leaving the military’s Gulf Test Range in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico undisturbed by the oil spills 
that come with more offshore drilling will benefit our national security interests. 

Offshore drilling is a forever decision. We rely on clean air and healthy 
oceans to live. Tell President Biden to #ProtectOurCoast and 
#NoNewLeases.    

https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Lease%20stats%203-1-22.pdf
https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/oil-and-gas-energy-program/Leasing/Five-Year-Program/2019-2024/DPP/NP-Draft-Proposed-Program-2019-2024.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/reports/offshore-drilling-fuels-climate-crisis-and-threatens-economy/
https://nca2014.globalchange.gov/report/our-changing-climate/changes-hurricanes#narrative-page-16571
https://nca2014.globalchange.gov/report/our-changing-climate/changes-hurricanes#narrative-page-16571
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-14-74.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-14-74.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/final_climate_economy_fact_sheet_m1_doi.pdf
https://usa.oceana.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/final_climate_economy_fact_sheet_m1_doi.pdf

